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kind. The leading men had felt the stress of
war; they had come from places whose names
had been in the mouth of every Englishman
for week after week. There were the Mayor
and other officials from Ladysmith; there was
Major Clarke of the Natal Mounted Police,
who fought the Boers at Csesar's Camp at the
outbreak of hostilities, with other men of
distinguished service. As the packed mass
of men and women stood and sang " God save
the King" at the entrance of their Prince,
both they and he knew that the same voices
had sung it with loyal devotion in the face
of danger and of death. In his address the
Duke made a special allusion to Ladysmith,
and to the way in which the city, with dogged
resolve, kept the flag flying while the outside
wrorld looked on in breathless suspense. The
people of Natal, too, had made noble efforts
in defence of the Empire, and their blood had
not been shed in vain. A common danger and
a common sacrifice had bound them all in one,
The men who took part in the afternoon
review had come straight from the scene of
war, and the traces of active service were un-
mistakable. Besides Lord Kitchener there
were several well-known officers standing by
the Duke as he distributed the Victoria
Crosses and other orders.
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